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Sometimes sorry isn't good enough.
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Sebastian:
Chlamydia is
leading STD

LAPORSHA LOWRY
Scene Editor

Register Reporter

The number of sexually transmitted diseases is increasing on
college campuses nationwide, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
At A&T, chlamydia is the leading STD according to statistics
from Sebastian Health Center.
The A&T Register obtained health
statistics in accordance with state
public records law. No students
were identified.
According to the CDC, in 2006
there were 1,030,911 reported cases of chlamydia from all 50 states
and the District ofColumbia. During the 2005-06 academic year,
Sebastian Health Center tested 355
students for the STD and of that
number 128 were positive. The
academic enrollment in 2005-06
was 11,098.
Sebastian Health Center collaborates every year with the state
in the "Chlamydia Campaign" in
order to educate students about
the growing disease. Chlamydia is
caused by the bacterium Chlamydia Trachomatis and is commonly
called the "silent" disease because
there are frequently no symptoms.
"Anywhere you go nationwide, the numbers are common,"
said Sandra Kaye Zigler, a health
educator at Sebastian. "The most
common STD is chlamydia, then
gonorrhea, then HIV/AIDS. It's becoming a fight against chlamydia."
Also during the 2005-06 academic year of the 454 students
tested in Sebastian for gonorrhea,
31 resulted in a positive test. There
were not any cases of syphilis reported, although 146 students were
tested.
The 2006-07 academic year
proved a different outcome. During
the course ofthe two semesters:
618 students were tested for
chlamydia; 204 received positive
results.
627 students were tested for
gonorrhea; 78 received positive
results
299 students were tested for
syphilis; 1 received a positive result.
The month ofFebruary was the
highest reported month in the annual STD report during 2006-07,
with nearly 86 cases of chlamydia
and 85 of gonorrhea. Following
was April and then September. The
academic enrollment in 2006-07
was 10,498.

Results for 2007-08 were not
yet available. It was confirmed that
within the last weeks of the Fall
2008 semester, Sebastian reported
one positive case of syphilis.
Bennett College for Women
tests regularly for STDs in their
student health center. Since August 2007, Bennett has reported
four students tested positive for

Guilford County District
Attorney Doug Henderson announced on January 6th that
Guilford County would not
seek to prosecute NCA&T
officials in connection with
misused funds discovered in a
2007 audit of the university's
finances.
"The funds in both cases
were spent for the good ofthe
university and any violations
of UNC system policy did

was funded by a grant from
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WASHINGTON — Keylon
Simpkins, cooking catfish and
country-fried steak at Ajax
Diner in Oxford, Miss., said he
really won't believe the United
States has its first black president until Barack Obama takes
the oath of office.
Simpkins, a 26-year-old
African-American, graduated
in 2007 with a political science degree from Ole Miss, the
University of Mississippi, just
down the road from the popular
eatery.
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Campus Resident Assistants speak up over
financial aid issues and poor communication
MARCUSTHOMPSON

StaffWriter
The Resident Assistants
returned to campus on January 5 full of frustration and
mixed emotions. Over the
break, about 40 RAs received
a three-sentence letter in the
mail from financial aid, which
read as follows:
"Due to your position as
a Resident Assistant, your fi-

nancial aid has been reduced.
Please check Aggie Access
for any changes or balance
due. Ifyou have any questions
please call financial aid."
While RAs do not receive
a paycheck, it has long been
known that they receive free
housing and a meal plan for
working in the residence halls.
However the RAs found that

ONLINE MORE
The nature of technology allows
colleges and universities to keep
in constant communication with
alumni and students.

www.ncatregister.com

that had been transferred into
Renick's personal spending
the Office of Naval Research account. Officials at A&T said
and administered by Huff. a "misinterpretation" was the
The money from Pepsi was reason why $380,000 that was
intended for student financial supposed to be deposited in
aid and campus debt. Accorduniversity coffers, was instead
ing to the audit report, it paid put into the Chancellor's DisA&T $140,000 a year. Allowcretionary Fund in the N.C.
able expenses would have in- A&T Foundation.
cluded scholarships, student
"A misinterpretation ofthe
financial aid and other student vending policy resulted in the
activities as authorized by the transferring ofthe funds to the
foundation," said Mable Scott,
chancellor.
Investigators looked at
$380,000 of the Pepsi money
� See RENICK on Page 2
vending contract. The FEFFP

personally spend the misused
funds. Renick left the university in 2006 to take a position
at the American Council on
Education in Washington.
Former
In September 2007, the
A&T ChanState Bureau of Investigation
cellor James was asked by Henderson to
Renick look into an auditor's report
Renick
and
Anna that found hundreds of thouAnita Huff, sands of dollars in university
a program manager, were acfunds inappropriately used.
cused of allegedly misusing
The two funds focused on
university funds, but now both by the investigation were The
are not found to be in viola- Future Engineering Faculty
tion of any laws nor did they Fellowship Program and Pepsi
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not rise to
the level of
breaking the
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District Attorney: Former Chancellor's spending was for the good of the university

JASMINE JOHNSON
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Renick cleared of wrongdoing
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their benefits had been turned
into a type of scholarship,
which pushed RAs over their
allowable financial aid for the
year. The Office ofFinancial
Aid made this decision in
September after a meeting in
which financial aid claimed
they had no knowledge of
RAs receiving such benefits.
Dexter Mullins, a junior
journalism and mass communications major, explained
that many ofthe RAs received
this letter with little explanation as to what was going on.
Mullins, along with Yolanda Briggs, a junior psychology major, and Nicole
Gwishiri, a senior family and
consumer sciences education
major organized the other
RAs and appealed to the administrators.

AFacebook group was cre- do, we all agreed to stick toated to inform and assemble gether," Mullins said. "If anythe other students affected of one would have broken the
the situation but not everyone chain, the cause would have
was reached upfront. About been a waste."
The RAs were scheduled
half of the staff was present
at a planning meeting held on to be in training for the rest
Sunday January 4, but even ofthe week, starting with that
though not every RA was af- next day. However the trainfected, the majority chose to ing never took place. During
side with those who had been a meeting on Monday, Jan. 5,
affected.
the RAs were given an opporIn the meeting, the RAs tunity to question the adminformulated a plan to get the istrators who were in charge,
situationresolved; they would and ask questions.
"We did a really good
go on strike affective 5pm
that Monday, if things were job of staying professional,"
not fixed. A timetable was Briggs said. "It was the adformulated for what was to ministrators who were rude
take place each day the strike and inconsiderate ofthe situlasted, as well as a formal let- ation."
ter of grievances.
After some questions, Mul"When we had finished deciding what we were going to
� See RA on Page 2
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GOODBYE BUSH
HELLO OBAMA

COOK GOES FOR
OVER 1,000

From eight years of lies and poor
speeches the most controversial
president is finally leaving the
white house a mess for Obama.

PAGE 6

The Lady Aggies point guard,
T'Wauna'Tweet' Cook went for
over 1,000 career points in a victory over the Morgan State Bears

PAGE 5

In late September 1962,
President John F. Kennedy sent
thousands of federal troops to
Oxford to quell riots that killed
two people and injured 300
when James Meredith attempted to register as the university's
first black student.
"To say that we went from
having the first African-American at Ole Miss just 40-some
years ago to now having the
first African-American president that's one ofthose things
" Simpkins' voice caught for

__

I don't know

a moment

how to describe it. I know it
happened, but I'm still waiting
on the inauguration for it to sink
in. It's like a shining moment in
history."
Obama's election was a historic event for all Americans,
and for millions around the
globe.

Yet, the inauguration of a
Hawaiian native with a white
mother from Kansas and a black
father from Kenya has special
significance in the South, the
center ofAmerican slavery for
more than two centuries and
still the home of more than half
the nation's African-Americans.

� See OBAMA on Page 3
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WEATHER

HITS SCREEN
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Local group is reintroduced in
a 40-minute documentary that
chronicles a day in the life of

Kooley High.

PAGE8

WEDNESDAY

High:

46°

Low
THURSDAY: Mostly Sunny | High 38°

FRIDAY: Sunny I High 35°

The A&T Register | ncatregister.com | Wednesday, January 14,2009

RENICK

From page 1

the university's spokeswoman,
Mark Kiel, A&T's vicechancellor for development and
university relations, said the
beverage-vending contract was
complicated.
"One could, when you review the details ofthe transaction, could see that it's easy to
misinterpret," Kiel said.
Auditors also found that Huff
had spent grant money from the
Office of Naval Research used
in the university's Future Engineering Faculty Fellowship
Program on her husband and
daughter, who were both involved in the program.
"In 2005," the audit said,
"the former chancellor signed
a gift document indicating that
the funds were solicited from
the vendor for the foundation;
however, there is no mention of
the foundation in the vending
contract.

Internal auditors and a team
ofconsultants hired by the university, both concluded that the
moneys should not have been
transferred to the foundation account."
The audit capped months of
investigation at the university,
where several employees including Huffhad been fired and
charged with criminal offenses.
The audit said the money was
spent on such "unallowable
items" as commissions for artwork, travel by Chancellor Renick's wife, alumni events and a
$ 150,000 annuity for an unidentified faculty member. The audit
provided no details about the
art, travel or events in question.
The report was forwarded
to federal prosecutors, the Federal Bureau ofInvestigation, the
State Bureau of Investigation
and the Guilford County District Attorney's office.
The Office ofNavalResearch
and A&T agreed that $422,415
of the questioned program expenses — which had totaled
about $500,000 — were for legitimate expenses, including stipends, tuition, travel insurance
and laptop computers according
to the report.
The audit also found that
$500,000 in questionable expenses in the university's HBCU
Future Engineering Faculty Fellowship Program, funded by
the federal Office ofNaval Research.
According to the audit, Huff
made improper payments, including more than $66,000 in
stipends in one year to her husband, who was in the program.
The highest yearly stipend had
previously been $23,000.
She spent 41 nights in hotels
during 2005-06 at the program's
expense, the audit said, at an average cost of $328 a night. H
uff also hired her daughter
and paid for her travel to conferences in Jamaica, California,
Nevada and Pennsylvania, according to the audit. She and her
husband ran up a $369 restaurant and room service tab during

Resident Assistants strike over financial aid issues
RA

From page 1

lins and Gwishiri announced
the strike and began to read the
timeline for strike.
"I felt like it was Housing's
fault. The strike started because the RAs felt that we were
mistreated and Housing wasn't
fixing the problem. I wasn't affected by it but I felt we had to
do something for the RAs next
year because if they wanted
to fix the problem they would
have to come with a solution."
said Gwishiri.
As promised, at 5 p.m. that
day, signs went up on every
residence hall door stating that
the RAs had gone on strike.
That evening at 6pm in the lobby of Barbee Hall, a meeting
was held with the RAs and Administrators, including the Director of Financial Aid, Sherri
Avent, to present them with a
solution.

"Legally, I can't give you all
your money back," Avent said.
"But wecan give you a one time

financial budget adjustment of
up to $1300, which is the cost
ofa laptop and a printer."
It only took a few questions
for the RAs to turn the offer
down and the strike to continue. The adjustment, while
applied to grants, would end up
being a loan for the majority of
the RAs.

going to cover any balance that thing then?"
Some RAs had to quit just
any RA may have received, and
they would only have to do ten make things work out, and
Briggs was one ofthem. Overprograms in each building, inall, though, she felt pretty good
were going to call the media. stead of 5 programs individuabout how things turned out.
Another meeting was sched- ally.
new
benefit
"Iwas thinking that the depackage
for
12:15
that
That
p.m.
day
in
uled
also included a $1037.50 de- partment as well as the ChanMurphy Hall between the administrationand the lead RAs.
clining balance meal plan for cellor came together to reach
the goal," she said. "Everyone
In conferencing with Dr. every RA, which went into afmay not have gotten everything
Sullivan Welborne, Jr., Vice fect on Monday.
Chancellor of Student Affairs,
"All people could say was that they wanted but everyone
and the other administration, that they were sorry but that pretty much came together to
resolve the problem." Briggs
Mullins addressed multiple is- wasn't good enough," Mulsues that have occurred in the lins said. "'Sorry' isn't going said.
In a final meeting with Chanpast with financial aid. Mullins to pay for my books, 'sorry'
said that Welborne was one of isn't going to put gas in my car, cellor Stanley F. Battle on Wed.
the most helpful administra'sorry' isn't good enough to do Jan. 7 at 5p.m., a plan for pretive advocates on behalf ofthe anything and that was a really vention was laid out so that this
RAs.
would not happen anymore.
big problem."
"We don't even know how
Normally, Housing sends a
"People need to understand
that students get upset like this list of RAs to financial aid for many students we have worknot just because of one issue, the upcoming school year, but ing here, and we need to rebut because they are sick and since the list was not obtained evaluate our policies and fix
tired of being tired," Mullins until iate September, this was things," Battle said. "People
the endresult.
make mistakes, but we can't
said.
"When things like this
Mullins stated that the RAs keep making the same mistakes
over and over again." Welborne
had met with the Housing de(strike) happen, it is a culmination of various issues that partment several times in the found some positive outlook on
people just can't deal with first semester and he believed the incident.
"I thought that it was good
anymore. This kind of thing that it was unprofessional for
happens to students every year. the administrators to notify for the students and good for
You can't give someone money them during the break. Over the university because they
showed poise and leadership,"
one semester, then take it back half the staff got their finanthe next semester. We just want cial aid reduced and about 10 said Welborne.
or 12 ended up with a balance
The vice chancellor also
consistency."
Atthe end ofthe meeting, an or owed the University a lot of stated thatafterresolving the issue this year the university will
agreeable solution was reached. money.
"We met so many times as a be prepared to prevent similar
The RAs would receive a better
benefit package for the current group in the fall," Mullins said. problems in the future.
semester, the University was "Couldn't they have said someThe strike continued into its
second day, and ifthere was not
a solution by the end of business on that Tuesday, the RAs
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LAST DAY TO ADD OR AUDIT A
COURSE
LAST DAY TO DROP AND
RECIEVE FINANCIAL CREDIT

LATE REGISTRATION ENDS
(INCLUDES TUITION
WAIVERS)

LAST DAY TO RECEIVE BOOK
ALLOWANCE

16
Senior Swim Meet

Swimming vs. Radford
Corbett Sports Center
6 p.m.

17

Women's Basketball vs. UMES
Corbett Sports Center
2 p.m.

the
Arrest
Barbee Hall
January 08, 2009

7:14 pm, a female
student was arrested on an Order
for failure to appear in court on a
misdemeanor charge. The female
was transported to jail, processed,
and given a secured bond. There
were no injuries reported.
At approximately

At approximately 10:30 am, a
female student reported that
someone used her debit card without
her permission. The debit card
was cancelled and all unauthorized
charges were voided. Estimated loss
is $30.00. There are no witnesses or
suspects at this time.

Larceny

Benbow Hall

office and removed a laptop
computer. Estimated value of
property taken is $1,544.99.There
were no signs of forced entry. The
case remains open.

Ihis time.

Drug Violation
Headquaters Drive
January 9, 2009

Atapproximately 1024 hours,
two male non-students reported
person(s) unknown broke into their

At approximately 5:35 pm, two

vehicles and removed their property.
Total estimated value of property
taken and damage to both vehicles is

male students were arrested
and transported to jail when an
officer found less than V2 ounce of
marijuana in the student's vehicle.
No court information is available at

January 9, 2009

Fraud
Morrow Hall
January 8, 2009

At approximately 8:31 hours, a
female staff member reported,

person(s) unknown entered her

Men's Basketball vs. UMES
Corbett Sports Center
6 p.m.

Break and Entry Larceny
Aggie Terrace
January 11, 2009

$904.00.
Compiled by Whitney Dickens

19
No Classes for MLK Holiday
Women's Basketball vs
Delaware State
Corbett Sports Center
6 p.m.
Men's Basketball vs. Delaware

State

Corbett Sports Center
7:30 p.m.

A&T's Blue and Gold
Marching Machine
practices long hours every
night in preparation of the
Honda Battle of the Bands
Competition.The band will
compete against HBCUs
from around the country
at the Georgia Dome on
Saturday, January 24.

For more information on
campus crime, check out
the crime map on the
Register website,
ncatregister.com.
Click on theYARD,then
the blotter and you can see
exactly where and when
everything is going on.

Your safety is important
to us and you deserve to
know.

(Photo by Leroy V. Mikell)

The A&T Register

a two-day symposium.

Colleges, universities seek to increase their digital footprint
CARRIE WELLS
McClatchy Newspapers
When Ryan Yarosh posted an
advertisement for Binghamton
University on YouTube in January, he had no idea the video
would go viral. Eleven months
later, more than 20,500 people
have viewed it.
"To be able to effectively
reach out to prospective students weneed to be caught up in
terms of the latest technology,"
he said. "Our students, prospectives, alumni - we need to be
where they are."
Yarosh, the assistant director
ofmedia relations for Binghamton, is apart ofa growing shift in

The A&T
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Greensboro, NC 27411
Newsroom: NCB 328A
(336)

334-7700
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university marketing campaigns
onto social media sites like YouTube and Facebook.
The ubiquitous nature ofthe
sitesallows colleges and universities to keep in constant communication with alumni and current and prospective students.
Facebook, where users can
"poke" their friends or tag them
in photos, is seen by some universities as an exciting, innovative way to keep in touch with
alumni, who can scatter and be
hard to keep in touch with after
graduation. It is also a tool for
engaging current students.
The University of Michigan's Facebook page has nearly
22,000 "fans." On the page

are videos, an event celebrating their fiindraising campaign,
press releases, podcasts, discussions and user-uploaded photos. A couple people even donated $10 each to the university
through the site.
Texas A&M University's Facebook page, with about 14,000
fans, has videos where one can
"see what it means to be an Aggie" (their mascot). The page
also links to iTunes, where users can download Aggie music
and videos.
Other universities use social
networking sites to recruit new
students. The State University
of New York College at Plattsburgh has a game through Face-
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book in which users participate
in an "Ultimate Challenge."
Players rack up points by completing various challenges,
which could involve going to a
football game or posting a picture ofthe university.
The embrace of social media
sites is a relatively new phenomenon, said Michael Staton,
the founder of Inigral, a company thatrecently developed a Facebook application that securely
integrates data the university
has on alumni lists and more
onto the site.
"Over past three years universities have had to do a complete 180 on how they look at
the social web, social media

and open content," he said.
"They've had to move from
a position of fear to a position
of 'we have to move on this as
quickly as possible before our
competitors do.' They're very
afraid that someone is going to
have a better Facebook page up
and more viral videos, etc, and
as a result have a bigger digital
footprint."

Abilene Christian University, a private liberal arts college
in Texas, is the first user of Inigral's application, and the company hopes to sign two more

colleges by spring 2009.
Around 60 colleges have expressed interest, Staton said, but
many are leery of jumping into
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the site
His advice for universities

planning on expanding their
"digital footprint" was to make
their content unique and interesting. Otherwise, he said, their
plans would likely fail.
At Binghamton, the social networking process is still
evolving. Yarosh said he only
launched a Facebook page for
the university last Friday. But he
expects to market the university
using other social networking
sites in the future.
"It's a great way to bring
people from all over country
people from all over the world,
into one common
really
place," he said.

_

THE A&T REGISTER is published every Wednesday
during the fall and spring semesters by students at
North Carolina A&T State University. One copy is
available free of charge to all readers. Additional
copies may be picked up at the Register's newsroom
(subject to availability). All subscription requests
should be directed to the Business department.
THE A&T REGISTER has a weekly circulation of
5,000 copies on-campus and in the community and is

a member ofThe Associated Press, The Associated
Collegiate Press and the Black College Wire.

_
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OBAMA From page 1
Joel Williamson, a University ofNorth Carolina historian
who's written extensively about
race relations in the South, said
Obama's rise to power could be
a turning point.
"Marvelously, we have
taken a leap forward against
racism in this election, and in
taking that leap forward, we are
dragging forward a centuriesold element in our culture that
is racist," he said.
white,
a
Williamson,
79-year-old native South Carolinian, said the region has
changed dramatically in the
decades since police clubbed
civil rights marchers, restaurants refused to serve blacks
and nonwhite travelers often
had nowhere to sleep.
Many young Southerners,
black and white, have moved
beyond their parents' and
grandparents' struggles, Williamson said, yet pockets of
racism and conflict persist.
"Obama's election in many
parts of the South is just a disaster because too many Southerners still believe that black
people are inferior to white
people," he said.
In Longview, Texas, not
far from the Louisiana border, Debbie Moniz often got a
chilly reception when she told
folks that she planned to vote
for Obama.

"There's a lot ofpeople here
that are very prejudiced against
black people," said Moniz, a
disabled cashier. "I tell them
off. I just say, 'They bleed the
same color we do.'"

It's hard to draw firm conclusions from the election results about the progress ofrace
relations in the South.
Even though the South remains the Republicans' power
base, Obama carried Virginia,
North Carolina and Florida
three populous Southern states

that hadn't together backed a
Democrat for president since
Lyndon Johnson in 1964.
In North Carolina, where
blacks make up 21.9 percent
ofthe population, Obama drew
50 percent ofthe vote almost
7 points better than the showings of Massachusetts Sen.
John Kerry in 2004 and former
Vice President Al Gore, who's
from neighboring Tennessee,

_

in 2000.

Obama edged Sen. John
McCain, the Republican nominee, by 13,692 votes in North
Carolina, among more than 4.2
million cast. President George
W. Bush drew 435,317 more
votes than Kerry four years earlier, among almost 3.5 million
total cast.
Such a change may explain
why Michael Trobich, a white
middle-school student in Charlotte, N.C, feels that the history books he reads are out of
touch with the world in which
he's growing up.
"Just dividing the U.S. into
sections is kind of unfair," Michael said. "There are people in
each section who have different
beliefs than most people think
they would."
Yet, even in a favorable
election year for Democrats,
Obama fared worse than Kerry
and Gore hadfared in Arkansas,
Louisiana, Tennessee, Oklahoma and West Virginia (the U.S.
Census Bureau places 16 states
in the South, including Oklahoma and West Virginia).
Louisiana is particularly
puzzling. Although one in
three residents is black, Obama
drew less than 40 percent of
the statewide vote a smaller
share than Kerry's 42.2 percent
in 2004 or Gore's 44.9 percent
in 2000.

_

Wifh 95 percent of blacks
nationwide backing Obama
and blacks voting in proportionately larger numbers you
don't need a calculator to know
that few white Louisianans vot-

_

ed for Obama, likely less than
10 percent.
Sen. Mary Landrieu, by
contrast, was re-elected with
52.1 percent of the vote. The
inescapable conclusion is that
almost a quarter of those who
votedfor Landrieu, virtually all
of them white, didn't vote for

have fought battles against racial injustice.
WillieAdams, a local chicken farmer, is among thousands
ofSouthern black farmers who
were denied federal agriculture
loans, and whose protests were
ignored until they filed a lawsuit thattook a decade for them

Obama.
In the South as a whole,
Obama got 48.7 percent ofthe
vote. That's 4.2 points fewer
than his national total of 52.9

to win

percent, but slightly better than
the region's results for Kerry
(48.3 percent) or Gore (48.4
percent).

"We're black farmers trying

hold onto the land," Adams
said. "Obama understands the
everyday common people."
Obama's election also resonates in the Upstate of South
Carolina, one of the most conservative corners of the counto

A black presidential candidate outperforming white ones
in the South amazes Charlotte
Wooten, a native of Birmingham, Ala., where her younger
sister helped integrate a Catholic high school.
When Wooten moved to
Raleigh, N.C, in the 1960s to
attend graduate school at North
Carolina State University, not
everyone welcomed her.
Some white friends who had
her over for brunch after church
were kicked out of their apartment by their landlord.
Wooten, a retired software
services manager, volunteered
for Obama last year, knocking
on doors in largely white, Republican neighborhoods.
"I saw 70-year-old white
ladies in a team room with
Obama stickers on," Wooten
said. "To see that now was so
amazing for North Carolina."
For many African-Americans from the South, the region
remains a place of dichotomy.
It's a land steeped in bloody
racial history.
It's also a place of rebirth
and opportunity where, thanks
to the civil rights movement,
blacks now dominate local
governments from Birmingham to Memphis, Term.
In outposts like Greensboro,
Ga., Obama's election means

Graham is looking forward
to having a front-row seat to
history on Jan. 20 when he'll
join other lawmakers near the
podium outside the U.S. Capitol, where Obama will place his
hand on the same Bible used by
Abraham Lincoln at his first inauguration in 1861.
"There's a lot of pride
throughout my state, quite
frankly from all quarters," Graham said. "Barack Obama is a
very talented politician. I will
be sitting as a member ofCongress when he takes the oath.
This is a milestone in American history that we should all

the world to rural folks who

celebrate."

YOU

try.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, a Republican, grew up in the Upstate and still lives there, not
far from Bob Jones University,
which didn't allow interracial
dating until 2000.
In Graham's part of the
world, folks still fly the Confederate flag, which remains
displayed on the grounds ofthe
Statehouse in Columbia.
Yet Graham, who was one of
McCain's most ardent supporters in the presidential election,

also represents a state whose
population is 30 percent black,
and one that cast 45 percent of
its votes for Obama a good bit
more than it had cast for Kerry

_

or Gore.

PHOTO BY DEXTER MULLINS

Sebastian urges students
to be safe and be smart
gies

STD From page 1
chlamydia and were treated. No
other STD screenings returned a
positive test.
Although HIV/AIDS testing
is available in Sebastian Health
Center, Guilford County Health
Department conducts the exams
and the labs. Sebastian does not
carry the numbers ofA&T students who tested positive for
HIV/AIDS.

The results from the Health
Department were also indeterminate due to the lack of sepa-

ration in numbers ofall of Guilford County, including UNCG.
Guilford County ranks third
in HIV/AIDS cases in the state,
with 1,615 cases reported as of
Dec. 31,2007. The highest numbers were reported in Mecklenburg County with 3,868. Wake
County ranked second with
2,306.

Sebastian Health Center
hosts such programs as "DanAlcohol,
gerous Liaisons,
Drugs, and Sex" and Drug and
Alcohol awareness week to promote healthy lifestyles to Ag-

"Really students are educating themselves," Zigler said.
"Health educators are using resources, Web sitesand facts. We
promote that healthy lifestyles
includes sex and in every class
we weave in sexual responsibility."
In Sebastian, chlamydia and

gonorrhea test results can be determined by a urine specimen
and are available for women
on site. Men can expect results
within 72 hours.
Tests for syphilis are determined by a blood sample. The
state requires that any student

who tests positive for chlamydia and gonorrhea must also be
tested for syphilis.
Sebastian encourages the
use of condoms, communicating with partners and also offers
counseling. Also if a student receives a positive test, the health
center stresses completing the
prescribed medication and abstaining from sexual activity for
several weeks.
For program or testing infor-

mation, contact Sebastian Health
Center at (336) 334-7880.
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2009 Words of Wisdom:
A New Spirit of Change
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Bush defends presidency in final news conference
JENNIFERLOVEN
AP White House Correspondent
WASHINGTON (AP)

—

By turns

wistful, aggressive and joking in
the final news conference of his
presidency, President George
W. Bush vigorously defended
his record Monday but also offered an extraordinary listing
of his mistakes — including his
optimistic Iraq speech before a
giant "Mission Accomplished"
banner in 2003.
After starting what he called
"the ultimate exit interview"
with a lengthy and personalized thank-you to the reporters

in the room who have covered
him over the eight years of his
presidency, Bush showed anger
at times when presented with
some of the main criticisms of
his time in office.
"I think it's a good, strong record," he said.
"You know, presidents can
try to avoid hard decisions and
therefore avoid controversy.
That's just not my nature."
He particularly became indignant when asked about America's bruised image overseas.
"I disagree with this assessment that, you know, thatpeople
view America in a dimlight," he

said.
"It may be damaged amongst
some of the elite. But people
still understand America stands
for freedom."
Bush said he realizes that
some issues such as the prison

for suspected terrorists at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, have created
controversy at home and around
the world.
But he defended his actions
after the Sept. 11, 2001, terror-

ist attacks, including approving tough interrogation methods for suspected terrorists and

information-gathering efforts at
home in the name of protecting

the country.
With the Iraq war in its sixth
year, he most aggressively defended his decisions on that is-

sue, which will define his presidency like no other.
There have been over 4,000
U.S. deaths since the invasion
and toppling of Saddam Hus-

sein in 2003.
But it was in that area that he

also acknowledged mistakes.
He said that "not finding weapons of mass destruction was a
significant disappointment."
The accusation that Saddam
had and was pursuing weapons
of mass destruction was Bush's
main initial justification for going to war.

He also cited the abuses found
to have been committed by

members of the U.S. military at
the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq as
"a huge disappointment."
"I don't know if you want to
call those mistakes or not, but
they were things didn't go according to plan, let's put it that
way," Bush said.
And he admitted another
miscalculation: Eager to re-

—

port quick progress after U.S.
troops ousted Saddam's government, he declared less than two
months after the war started that
"in the battle of Iraq, the United
States and our allies have prevailed," a claim made under a
"Mission Accomplished" banner that turned out to be wildly

optimistic. "Clearly, putting
'Mission Accomplished' on an
aircraft carrier was a mistake,"
he said Monday.
"It sent the wrong message."
He also defended his decision
in 2007 to send an additional
30,000 American troops to Iraq
to knock down violence levels

and stabilize life there
"The question is, in the long
run, will this democracy survive, and that's going to be a
question for future presidents,"
he said.
On another issue destined to
figure prominently in his legacy,
Bush said he has "thought long

and hard about Katrina — you
know could I have done something differently, like land Air
Force One either in New Orleans or Baton Rouge."
Bush was criticized for flying
over the devastation wrought by
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, and
waiting until four days after it

hit to visit the scene.
But he also said he disagrees
with those who say the federal
response to the storm was slow.
"Don't tell me the federal response was slow when there
were 30,000 people pulled

off roofs right after the storm
Could things been
passed.

...

done better? Absolutely.
But when I hear people say the
federal response was slow, what
are they going to say to those
chopper drivers or the 30,000
who got pulled off the roof?" he
said.
He also defendedhis record on
Mideast peace.
A bruising offensive by Israel
in the Gaza Strip has dashed
any slight hopes for an accord
soon that produces a Palestinian
state

But Bush, asked why peace
hasn't been achieved, said his
administration had made progress.
He said he had laid out the vision for "what peace would look
like" and got all sides to agree
on a two-state solution to the

long-running Israeli-Palestinian

dispute.
"It's been a long time since

they've had peace in the Middle

East," he said.
"The challenge, of course, has
been to lay out the conditions so
that a peaceful state can emerge.
Will this ever happen? I think
it will. And I know we've advanced the process."
He called President-elect Barack Obama "a very smart,
engaging person" and said he
wishes his successor all the

...

best.
He hinted at the enormous

responsibility Obama is about
to assume, describing what it
might feel like on Jan. 20 when,
after taking the oath of office,
he enters the Oval Office for the
first time as president.
"There'll be a moment when
the responsibility of the president lands squarely on his

the public,
The last news conference of
Bush's presidency lasted 46
minutes, and he took questions
from more than, a dozen reporters.
The last previous time the
president had taken questions in
a public setting was Dec. 14 in
Baghdad, a session that hurtled
to the top ofthe news when Iraqi
journalist Muntadhar al-Zeidi
threw his shoes at Bush during
a question-and-answer session

with Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri

al-Maliki.

Bush's last previous full-blown
news conference was July 15.
He refused to hold another

during the final months of last
year's presidential campaign,
concerned that the questions
would be mostly related to poshoulders," Bush said.
litical events and determined to
He gave his view of the most stay out of GOP nominee John
McCain's spotlight as much as
urgent threat facing the incoming president: an attack on the possible.
United States.
But even though aides had sugHe chose thatrisk over the dire gested that would change after
economic problems now facing the election, Bush still declined
the nation.
to participate in a wide-ranging
session
"I wishthat I could report that's question-and-answer
not the case, but there's still an until now, just eight days before
enemy out there that would like leaving office.
He has been granting a flurry
to inflict damage on America —
on Americans."
of legacy-focused interviews as
He said he would ask Conhe seeks to shape the view of
gress to release the remaining his presidency on his way out
the door.
$350 billion in Wall Street bailout money if Obama so desires.
He gave advice to both his ReBut, he said, Obama hadn't publican Party and his Democratic successor.
made that request of him yet.
To the GOP, he said it must
That soon changed. Shortly
after the news conference, the be "compassionate and broadWhite House said Obama had minded" to come back from
asked for the request and Bush the drubbing it received in last
had agreed to make it.
year's elections, in which ReThat will take at least one publicans lost the White House
burden off Obama's shoulders and sank deeper into the minorinvolving a program that is exity in Congress.
He said the immigration detraordinarily unpopular with
many lawmakers and much of bate of two years ago was harm-

ful, because conservative oppo-

sition to broad reform made it

appear that "Republicans don't
like immigrants."
"This party will come back.
But the party's message has got
to be that different points of
view are included in the party,"
he said
Bush cautioned Obama not to
listen to too much criticism

—-

including from "your so-called
friends" — and to focus on doing what he thinks is right.
He also said to ignore talk of
the isolation of the office.
"I have never felt isolated, and
I don'tthink he will," Bush said.
"One reason he won't feel isolated is that he's got a fabulous
family and he cares a lot about
his family."
He went on to mock the way
some describe the job.

"I believe the phrase 'burdens
of the office' is overstated," he
said. "You know, it's kind of
like, 'Why me? Oh, the burdens,
you know. Why did the financial
collapse have to happen on my
watch?' It's just pathetic, isn't
it, self-pity? And I don't believe
that President-elect Obama will
be full of self-pity."
Bush seemed to struggle to
envision himself on Jan. 21, his

first day back at home and without a job.

"I'm a Type A personality. I
just can't envision myself, you
know, the big straw hat and a
Hawaiian shirt sitting on some
beach," he said.
But, he added, it would probably be a pretty low-key day with
him and his wife, Laura, at his
ranch in Texas.
"I wake up in Crawford on
I mean,
Tuesday morning
Wednesday morning, and I sus-

—

pect I'll make Laura coffee and,
you know, go get it for her."
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RUNDOWN

'Tweet' Redemption
Cook scores 1000th point in Lady Aggies victory

BOWLING
NORTHERN DIVISION
TEAM

MEAC

OVR

Delaware State
MD Eastern Shore
Morgan State

25-5
25-5
20-10
12-18
8-=21
0-30

46-15
46-15
34-26
20-28
10-37
0-30

The Aggies are picked to
win the MEAC again this

MEAC

OVR.

11-5
10-6
9-7
5-11
5-11

14-6
14-6
12-8
16-22
8-12

season
After Rosario's layup,
Bland spotted up for a
3-pointer to put the Aggies up six. Two Moneshia

Hampton

Howard
Coppin State

on other people's back. Let
them be the favorite and let
us play to the level needed

to beat them."

SOUTHERN DIVISION

TEAM
Norfolk State
Florida A&M
North Carolina A&T
Bethune Cookman
South Carolina State

free throws made it 68-64.
The Bears had a chance
to get even closer, but Aggies junior Lamona Smalley stepped in and took a
charge from Corrin Adams.
The Aggies then hit the offensive glass as Bland followed her own miss with
a tip-in for a 70-64 Aggies
lead with 2:53 to play.
A missed layup from Rosario allowed Cook to earn
1,000th point by doing what
she does best on missed
shots, sprinting ahead of
everyone else on the other
end to score on a layup.
This time Bland zipped a
pass to Cook, and Cook finished, giving the Aggies an
eight-point lead with 2:27
remaining. A minute later,
she knocked a three from
the corner to put the Bears

THIS WEEK'S GAME:
Friday
Mid-Winter Invitational
Jonesboro, Arkansas

MEN'S BASKETBALL
TEAM

Morgan State
Bethune-Cookman
Hampton
Florida A&M
South Carolina State
Maryland-Eastern Shore
Delaware State
Norfolk State
North Carolina State
Coppin State
Howard

MEAC

OVR,

2-1
2-1
1-1
1-1
1-1
1-1
1-2
1-2
0-3

THIS WEEK'S GAMES:
Saturday
vs. Maryland-Eastern Shore
Corbett Sports Center
4 p.m.

PHOTO BY LER0Y MIKELL- THE A&T REGISTER

fA'WUANA COOK became the 10th player in A&T history Saturday to reach 1000 points in her career.

7:30 p.m.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
TEAM
North Carolina A&T
Florida A&M
Delaware State

MEAC

OVR

14-point second-half deficit,
despite the score and better

WhenTa'Wuana'Tweet"
Cook arrived on A&T's
campus, she assumed the
role of the Lady Aggies'
floor general, replacing Mia
Glover who graduated with
the all-time records in as-

Howard
THIS WEEK'S GAMES:
Saturday
vs. Maryland-Eastern Shore
Corbett Sports Center

2 p.m.

Monday
vs. Delaware State
Corbett Sports Center

back-to-back
3-pointers
cut the Aggies' lead to 5754 with 9 minutes to play.
A Kristina Rosario free
throw with 8:11 to play cut
the lead to just two, 59-57.
N.C. A&T stretched its lead
back to seven, but a Rosario
offensive rebound and put
back put the Bears down
65-62 with five minutes to

regular-season conference
win in 22 games with a 8264 win over Morgan State

SPORTS
NFL COACH RETIRES
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —Tony Dungy
always considered football
just a career path.
Not his life's mission.
On Monday, Dungy began the
transition from head coach
to full-time dad and devoted
volunteer by announcing his
retirement after seven years
leading the Indianapolis Colts.
"We just felt this was the
right time," Dungy said.
"Don't shed any tears for me.
I got to live a dream most
people don't get to live."

NFL COACH SIGNED
New
England Patriots offensive
coordinator Josh McDaniels
signed a four-year deal with
the Broncos to replace Mike
Shanahan, the only NFL head
coach to get fired by a team
he led to consecutive Super
Bowl wins.

—

to put a target on our backs,''
said N.C. A&T head women's basketball coach Patri-

cia Cage-Bibbs. "What we
have to do is take that target
from off our backs and put it

MARC LEVY
Associated Press

Frederick Laurenzo, said in
an interview Tuesday.
But a month after Burress

Plaxico Burress is in court

received the car, Laurenzo
said he received a call from
police in New York, who told
him they had impounded it in
connection with a crime.
Laurenzo filed the civil
complaint in September 2006,
seeking restitution and accusing Burress of breach of contract because he never showed
up to sign autographs and let
someone else drive the ve-

again

A civil trial is scheduled to
begin Wednesday in Pennsylvania to determine how much

the New York Giants wide receiver will have to pay in dam-

ages over a car he leased that

ended up being impounded by
New York City police.
Court papers say a Lebanon

County car dealer allowed
Burress in 2006 to borrow a
2004 Chevrolet Avalanche
worth more than $36,000 in
exchange for Burress agreeing to sign autographs at pro-

hide
The complaint did not disclose to whom Burress loaned
the vehicle or the reason po-

lice impounded it.

After Laurenzo put a lien
against Burress' house in Virginia, the sides agreed to an

motional events.
"I thought it would be good
for my business," the dealer,

arbitration
A three-lawyer panel awarded more than $22,000 to Laurenzo last year, but Burress
appealed.
Burress' lawyer Matthew T.

Croslis said Tuesday he did
not want to elaborate on the
details of the case, but he acknowledged that Burress is responsible for some damages.
The star receiver who caught
the game-winning pass in last
year's Super Bowl has been
embroiled in controversy for
months.

Burress was charged with
two counts of illegal weapons
possession after he accidentally shot himself in the right
thigh at a Manhattan nightclub on Nov. 29.
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@
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The 2007 Heisman Trophy
winner had surgery at Shands
Florida Surgical Center to
remove a bone spur and hopefully reduce chronic inflammation.

THE ASSOCIATEDPRESS

withthree players who have
or will likely have three
players on the same team
with 1,000 career points.
Taylor-James needs just 45
points to become Aggie No.
11 to reach 1,000.

Burress back in court for legal troubles

A SUCCESSFUL SURGERY
GAINSVILLE, Fla. (AP) — Florida
quarterback Tim Tebow had
surgery on his right shoulder
Monday and was expected to
be ready for spring practice in

JAMES TO APPEAR IN GQ
INDEPENDENCE, OHIO (AP)— LeBron James, takes great pride
in his wardrobe and tries to
stay ahead of the style curve,
will appear on the February cover of GQ Magazine
— another first for the NBA
superstar whose career has
been defined by firsts.

programs in the country

play.
"We are allowing people

in Baltimore, Md.
Brittanie Taylor-James
led the Aggies with 25
points and eight rebounds
on 8-for-16 shooting. Amber
Bland overcame early foul

6 p.m.

"Coach Bibbs always
encouraged me to justkeep
shooting," said Cook. "She
has always believed in me.
"I never thought I would
score 1,000 points here, so
it's a pretty good feeling."
The Aggies are now just
waiting on Taylor-James to
reach 1,000 career points to
give the Aggies three players on the same team with
1,000 career points joining
Bland and Cook. There are
only four other women's

came from them attempting
35 3-point shots.
Morgan State's Moneshia
Davis, and Erin Hawkins

On January 1.0th, Cook
continued to fill those shoes
at the point guard position
by becoming the 10th player
in program history to record
1,000points in a career. The
clinching points helped the
Aggies secure their 20th

www.ncatregister.com
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Aggies fall to 6-10 after
consecutive road losses
DANIEL HENDERSON
Sports Editor

away.

shooting percentage (5033 % from the floor). This

sists and points scored in a
game.

Hampton
Morgan State
Coppin State
MD Eastern Shore
South Carlina State
Bethune Cookman
Norfolk State

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP)

trouble to add 16 points, six
rebounds and five assists.
The Bears rallied from a

LAPORSHA L0WRY
Scene Editor

Monday
vs. Delaware State
Corbett Sports Center

PHOTO BY LEROY MIKELL- THE A&T REGISTER
MARC HILL has a team-leading 80 percent free throw average off the bench this season

The A&T men's basketball
suffered its second con-

team

secutive loss to Coppin State
in a 61-48 final, completing a
two-game road swing in Baltimore, Maryland over the

weekend
Morgan State defeated the
Aggies 73-62 Saturday at Hill
Field House.
The losses came days after
A&T executed a 84-47 victory
over Tennessee-Wesleyan in a

dominating fashion at Corbett

Sports Center.

The game at the Coppin
Center presented early struggles for the blue and gold.
A&T shot only 26 percent
from the field against an Eagles team that had only won
two games this season'.
They began with a streak

of 14 missed shots in the first
half, and were only 5-15 from
the 3-point line in the first

half.
The shooting woes continued to the $econd half'when
the Aggies hit only 20 percent
from the field combining for
only 20 points.
Both of these figures were
a season low for the blue and
gold.
"We're a team right now

that feels more comfortable
in our own gym," said Eaves.
The Aggies were able to contain last year's All-Tournament performer Tywain McKee forcing him to shooting
3-11 with a low 13 points but
did not have the same success
with guard Michael Harper
who shot 50 percent from the
3-point line.
"I thought we did a good
job ofcontaining (Tywain McKee)," said Eaves about the
Eagles leading scorer who also
contributed 13 rebounds and

six assists on 3-for-13 shooting.
Ed Jones led the Aggies
with 12 points on a low 3-15
shooting.
In Saturday's action, A&T
suffered from a 38 percent
shooting drought against the
Bears while connecting on
just 47 percent of their free
throws.

Morgan State controlled
the game throughout the contest as the Aggies only found
themselves with one lead that
lasted just a minute.
They also converted on a
season low 22 percent 3-pointBut despite the offensive
struggles, the nail in the coffin
was A&T not having a defensive answer for Reggie Holmes and Roger Barnes who
both finished with 26 and 24

respectively.
The two combined for a
16-28 from the field and 9-17
from the perimeter.
"You have to give Morgan

State credit," said Eaves after
Saturday's matchup. "They
took it to us today. But we
didn't help ourselves any. We
couldn't hit a free throw to
save our lives."

Morgan State moved 2-0
in the conference after their
victory while the Aggies are
now 1-2 dropping 10 straight
games on the road.
"We have to get on the bus
and ride to the game with the
mentality that we are going to
win.. .we're supposed to win,"
said Eaves. "Until we come to
the gym with that attitude, it's
going to be hard for us to win
on the road."
The Aggies return into

home action this Saturday at 4
p.m. hosting Maryland- Eastern Shore.
"We're happy to be going
home," said Eaves.
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had

anotherchance
to apologize to
all ofAmerica
how

bad he was as president at
his last press conference.
Unfortunately, the apology was
more like excuses on top of
excuses for his poor decisions.
But secretly, we all knew he
was sorry.

Looking back at the eight
years of my life with Bush as
my president I can easily point
out numerous events that were

The revolution was almost televised
They always say that the
revolution will be televised.
And it was, well, almost. This
all started with a letter and an
apology. On December the
17th, while at home, I opened
a letter from the University
telling me that because I was an
RA my financial aid had been
reduced. It didn'treally explain
much in the three sentences it
contained, just that I should call
financial aid. I did. And what
resulted was the beginning of a
revolution,
Coming back to A&T this
semester was not the same as

it always is. I found myself at
the helm ofthe biggest pile
of garbage the Administration
had ever created. Financial aid
decided in September to reduce
RA's financial aid by making
the free room and board like a
scholarship, making everyone
exceed his or her allowable
aid. The problem is that they
didn'ttell anyone anything
until Christmas break, after half
a year of work was done. I've
been through a lot ofthings, but
this was the straw that broke
the camels back,
It wasn't long before my
phone would begin to ring
without ceasing, calls coming
in faster than I could answer
them. It seemed like every
RA was ready to set the
school ablaze, and the feeling

was mutual. How could this
happen? Not only did people
not have money coming to
them, some of us, myself
included, actually OWED the
University some thousands of
dollars, even though our bills
said that they owed us. What?
It was around this time that
the apologies started coming.
Frankly, I'm sorry really isn't
good enough sometimes. For
example, I'm sorry works
when you step on someone's
toe, or you scufftheir sneakers
on accident. Cool. I'm sorry
doesn't work when you take
over $4000 from someone's
financial aid then tell them a
few months later. Not cool.
I'm sorry works when you are
late to a meeting, sometimes,
or when you give someone the
wrong information.
It doesn't work when you
have an organized group
demanding answers and
accountability. Nor does it
work when you try to belittle
their intelligence with your fifty
million degrees and experience
at smaller white universities.
It also doesn't work when you
want the RA's to come back to
work. Sorry.
The apologies we got were
something along the lines of
"well I'm sorry sir, but you
have to pay this balance,"
translation, "I'm sorry that

we have

just made
the biggest
mistake in
the history
ofmistakes,
and I'm sorry
that my only
solutions to

DEXTER

MULLINS

your problem
are that you

can take a semester offfrom

think you are above being
embarrassed, because you
clearly are not considering that
you embarrassed yourself with
thatridiculous apology. We
are also sorry that you aren't
smart enough to realize that we

know who's fault this really is,
because no one is falling for
the 'it's financial aid's fault,'
crap. We're also sorry that you
think you can talk to us like
children, but it's ok because we
WILL correct you, but we went
on strike because we were left

school, or find money you
don't have, and most ofall I'm
sorry that I have to listen to you
with no other options."
being upset, but you need to
pay this balance."
Youknow, it's funny that
You tell enough people that
when students get organized,
administrators get scared. It's
you're sorry, and after a while,
it doesn't mean anything. So
like they can't believe we can
it only seemed natural that I
plan. We do go to school here,
would get some people together remember? Believe it or not
they do teach us something
and start the revolution. It's
what I do, right? So we decided But it's even funnier that when
we say, "if you don't fix this
that we should issue our
own apologies, which were
by the end ofthe daywe will
something like this:
have every newspaper and TV
"We're sorry that things
station in the state make this
had to get this far, but we went
their lead story tomorrow,"
on strike because we were
things get fixed in record time.
left with no other options," „
Mere hours to be exact. All of
a sudden your "experience"
translation, "We're sorry
that you think we are foolish
is useless, and people drop
enough to agree to work for
everything to actually... work
It was especially great to
free, or pay you so that we
know that the Chancellor was
can work, and we're sorry that
you think because you gave
also here for the students,
me a zero balance that is good
when he clearly should have
enough,
been allowed time to grieve
"We're sorry that you
the death ofhis mother. My

condolences go out to a man
who works for students like
there is no tomorrow. Thank
you Dr. Battle.
So when I say that the
revolution was ALMOST
televised, I literally mean
that we came with 2 hours
ofmaking our movement
the biggest PR nightmare of
the year. We caused such a
disruption that the Orientation
Student Leaders were opening
doors in some buildings, and
trying to formulate answers
for parents when they
themselves didn'tknow what
was going on
So we didn't end up on the
front ofthe News & Record.

Good. I didn'treally want to
anyway, but believe we would
have done it. We made our
point though; students run this
campus, regardless of what
you may think or where you
used to work. Students do
have a voice, and those voices
made the University move
upwards of $75000 to cover
bills it created, and give us a
meal plan that doesn't even
exist. That's a movement.
So when people ask you
what happened after all the
smoke cleared you can tell
them that the revolution was
almost televised. Almost.

Be the A&T that you want to see
It is with great pleasure that
welcome
you all back for
I
the 2nd half of your academic
year in Aggie Land. With the
close of 2008 and the dawn of
2009, it is important that we
use the stumbling stones oflast
semester as the building blocks
for this upcoming term.
A lot of us all faced many
obstacles and overcame many
odds and as we stand at the
beginning of the clean slate
called Spring Semester. We have
the opportunity to decide again,
whatit is we wantto do with our
lives, socially, physically and
most important mentally.
The good thing about winter
break is that it gives us time to
reflect. As I reflect over the past
semester as your SGAPresident,
many successes and just as many
failures come to mind. Coming
into our elected positions in the
spring oflast year, it is amazing
to see all that has transpired.
Over the course of five
months we have seen and
experienced so many things,
from enjoying the sights and
sounds of homecoming, to
making history through our 44th

work towards
a
better school

President. Through SGA, I have
had the opportunity to witness
the state of this institution
and the Student Body through
meetings with Administration,
forums with Students Leaders
and interaction with many
organizations

The fall semester gave me
the chance to figure out what
and where we need to be as
Aggies and also who or what
may be slowing our progression
as students.
This year we all have heard
over and over again the theme
of "Change", "Our time is now"
and the unforgettable "Yes We
Can". In the fall I saw thousands
ofyou workingaround the clock
and eventually celebrating a
man that stood for all of these
themes. In another week we will
seethat same man take his place
for us in the White House.
Today many of us ask, when
will the change come? The
answer is simple: the change
begins now. Now is the time
when change will begin to
happen across this country.
Now is the time for is the time
for us all to come together and

making
state

and

nation

and

now is the
time for us to
MARCUS

BASS

stop talking
about
the

problems and
begin to work

towards a solution,

semester to, Be the A&T you

not see out ofthe window. His
roommate would look outside
We can't expect change if the window everyday and
we aren't willing to change describe to the man the many
ourselves. If we aren't willing scenes going on outside ofthe
to step outside of ourboxes and hospital. Be it children playing,
dorm rooms and even computers festivals or even trees and
and begin to become the school wildlife, the roommate spared
we want to be.
no expense in illustrating what
This semester there is a lot in he saw through the hospital
store for us all, but if we aren't window.
After some time the patient
willing to make it what we want
it to be then this semester will facing the window was
be in vain
permitted to leave and his
Take the time to become bed ridden roommate eagerly
involved in the many things switched positions to be able
going on this semester and you to face the window. What the
will begin to see the A&T you man saw was not scenes of
want to see. By packing every children playing or even trees
program, every game and yes, blowing in the wind.
even every classroom, we will
What the man saw was a
start to see that the excitement brick wall. This year let us not
that we seek comes from each see a brick wall.
other. From Gym Jams to Think
There will be many tests
Tanks make it your purpose, of our mind, body, soul and
your mission, to have fun even character, but if we
this semester and you may be give everything we have into
surprised with theresult.
making this year great we all
is
about
story
There a
a will be able to see beyond our
two patients that shared a room
own brick walls.
a
local
hospital.
Happy New Year and
in
One man was forced to lie on welcome to Aggie Pride
want to see

Many Aggies young
and old talk about life on the
yard as it used to be. We all
have heard and seen people
reminisce on the glory years of
their college experience. There
are many of us who wish to see
the old A&T and the reality is
that the old A&T is still here.
College isn't great because of
the buildings or the amenities on
campus. College isn't "poppin"
because of more parking or
better cafe food. College is
great because the students make
it great. College is great because
the people that make up the
school are determined to enjoy
every minute of their college
experience.
I challenge you Aggies, this his back in the room and could

Rehab.

extremely odd to catastrophic:
Hurricane Katrina, Kanye
West blurting out on national
television "Bush does not
like black people," The
Twin Towers collapsing, the
conspiracy behind that, the
Iraqi War, and "Where in
the World is Bin Laden?"
The Great Depression was
creeping up in 2008 causing
for a billion-plus-dollar bail
out, foreclosures, people losing
jobs, shoes thrown at Bush at
a foreign press conference,
marches every year to impeach
Bush, and giving notoriously
bad speeches. People even
made a movie about him, so
must I go on?
i Congratulations George
W. Bush, you are the most
controversial president in my
lifetime
In spite ofall the events that
happened during these past

eight years, it's safe to say that
at least the war on terror has
been won even though no one
really knows who the quoteon-quote "terrorists" are.
Now, it's the year 2009
bringing on a new beginning
for, America and I'm ready for
change, the Obama change.
Our first black president will
be inaugurated next Tuesday
Jan. 20 and the people are
anticipating the new year of
Obama serving the people as
president.

Needless to say, I'm
anxious for these upcoming
four years but my hopes are
not all the way up. I have been
let down numerous times by
presidents who claimed that
change is on the way, and how
they will make things better
for the country but never
did. With Bush leaving the
country at its worst financially
since The Great Depression,
Obama has a lot to patch up
as president. Hope he can turn
my views from apathetic to
optimistic about the leaders of
my country.

Have an opinion
about something?
Don't agree with
what you see?

TELL US!
email your responses
to us at

register*®
ncat.edu
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Obama pressing for remaining
$350B bailout funds
DAVID ESPO AND JIMKUHNHENN
Associated Press

—

WASHINGTON (AP) A week shy
of taking office, President-elect
Barack Obama already is putting his persuasion skills to a
high-stakes test with Congress
as he seeks access to the second
half ofthe $700 billion financial
bailout fund.
Obama planned to be in the
Capitol on Tuesday to meet
with Senate Democrats. And
his transition team prepared to
dispatch top aides to meet with
Senate Republicans this week in
anticipation of a possible vote
Thursday on whether to release
the money from the embattled
Troubled Asset Relief Program.
In the House, the Financial
Services Committee scheduled
a hearing on the program in
advance of legislation offered
by committee Chairman Barney Frank, D-Mass., that would
place tough new restrictions on
recipients of the money and require spending to reduce mortgage foreclosures.
The legislation is scheduled to
reach the floor of the House on
Wednesday, with a vote set for
Thursday. At the Treasury Department, officials were putting
in place tools to measure whether banks that receive funds from
the $700 billion rescue program
are increasing lending.
That flurry of activity comes in

the wake ofPresident George W.
Bush's decision Monday to act
on Obama's behalf andask Congress for access to the remaining $350 billion of the money
Congress authorized to rescue
the nation's financial sector.
The request reached Congress
as lawmakers and Obama also
were assembling a spending and

tax-cutting stimulus package of
$800 billion, or possibly more.

Pickering

Meanwhile, Federal Reserve
Chairman Ben Bernanke said
Obama's stimulus package
could provide a "significant
boost" to the sinking economy.
But he warned in a speech prepared for the London School of
Economics that such a recovery
won't last unless other steps are
taken to stabilize the shaky financial system.
Although Bernanke has previously endorsed the notion for
a fresh round of government
stimulus to lift the country out
of a recession, it marked the
first time the Fed chief has referenced the roughly $800 billion recovery plan now being
worked on by Obama. Bush's
notification set a 15-day deadline for Congress to disapprove
of the request.
The Bush administration's
handling of the money has met
bipartisan criticism in the House
and Senate. Lawmakers have
complained that the Treasury
Department's use of the money
has been muddled and misleading, that recipients of the funds
have faced little accountability

istration. It directed lawmakers to a letter Monday from top

Obama economic adviser Larry
Summers that vowed to make
significant changes in the way
the program is administered.
In the Senate, Majority Leader
Harry Reid, D-Nev., said he was
encouraged by Obama's efforts
to add more conditions and to
require greater accountability
for the use ofthe money. Senate
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., voiced skepticism
but left open the possibility that
he and other Republicans could
be persuaded.
"We'll hear from the incom-

ing administration soon," McConnell said Tuesday. "We'll be
happy to listen. They'll have a
receptive, albeit cautious, audience."
Summers' letter to leaders was

detailed as the legislation proposed in the House by
not as

Frank
That bill would set new conditions on the institutions that re-

and that the program has done
nothing to reduce home foreclosures
If the Senate rejects a motion

ceive the money, requiring limits
on executive pay and an end to
owning or leasing private jets.It
also would require spending at
least $40 billion from the fund
on foreclosure mitigation.
Financial services industry
lobbyists said they opposed a
provision in Frank's bill that
would allow the Treasury Department to apply executive pay
restrictions to banks thatalready
have received government mon-

to disapprove the funds, it would
pave the way for Obama to begin dispensing the money about
a week after he assumes office
Jan. 20. Congressional Democrats said they hoped Obama's
desire to place greater restrictions on the money and broaden
its goals to loosen more credit
would build support among otherwise skeptical lawmakers.
The House tentatively sched-
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Monday.

student Housing
i
Ultimate Student housing" A

Students...reduce your rent while

uled a vote for next week. Ifboth
chambers refuse to release the
money, it would be up to Obama
to issue a veto — a dramatic
first act by a new president in
hopes that Congress would not
override him. The request by the
Bush White House made it clear
that the money was to be used
by the incoming Obama admin-

"It is clear that the financial
system, although improved
from where it was in September, is still fragile," Obama said

t**

Ik

A

GREAT APARTMENT CLOSE TO CAMPUS.

PICKERING & COMPANY STUDENT HOUSING
COMMUNITIES HAVE AMENITIES THAT YOU WON'T
FIND ANYWHERE ELSE: IN DIVIDUAL LEASES, HUGE

BEDROOMS, COURTESY PATROL, ALL INCLUSIVE
PACKAGE, AND MUCH MORE

PROPERTIES INCLUDE:
CAMPUS COURTYARD 1 &2, CAMPUS EDGE, AND

CHANCELLOR SQUARE.
LOOK OUT FOR
fHE BRAND NEW LOFTS ON LEEW

RENT STARTING AT $399

-

OFFICE HOURS: WEEKDAYS: 8:30 5:00
SATURDAY: 10-4
SUNDAY: CLOSED
PHONE: 336.230.1740
WEB; WWW.PICKERINGANDCO.COM
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Documentary highlights new local group
LAP0RSHA L0WRY
Scene Editor

Kooley High, a fresh new
hip-hop group that hails from
North Carolina, is back and this
time they have taken on the big
screen. The group that brought
soulful sounds, enlightened lyrics, and positive energy with
their first album, Summer Sessions EP, wants to reintroduce
themselves to the hip-hop community as they premiere their
movie "One Day: Introducing
Kooley High".
M.E.C.C.A Records presents the documentary that was
produced by BECAUSEUS,
and filmed in Raleigh-Durham
NC. "One Day: Introducing
Kooley High," is a 40-minute
documentary that chronicles
a day in the life of Trianglebased rap group Kooley High
and their desire to be heard.
The trailer for the film, available on the group's MySpace
page, declares that the movie
is "one group's story about life
and the journey to be heard". It
was directed/produced by Napoleon Wright, who is from the
Raleigh-Durham area as well.
He is the founder of BECAUSEUS.
A movie premiere for "One

Day, featuring Kooley High"
will be held on January 24th

from 7-9 p.m at the Galaxy
Theater in the Village Square
Shopping Center of Cary, N.C.
Named after the Chicago
film Cooley High, this group
was formed in 2005 by a group
of students from North Carolina State University who created a hip hop organization on
campus called H20. The organization put on hip hop events
for the students on campus and
through their love ofthe music,
gave birth to their own hip hop
creation.
This eclectic group, made
up of six guys and one girl and
having both black and white,
it's not just another Myspace
music group. They are showing the worldthat hip hop has a
universal sound. The members,
Tab-One, Charlie Smarts Rapsody, Foolery, Sinopsis, J Sol
and DJ 111 Digitz are another
branch of Raleigh's hip-hop
group Inflowential.
BECAUSEUS, a Triangle-based design collective
dedicated to the betterment
of humankind, specializes in
film production, experimental
design, sound design, motion
graphics, brand identity, photography and interactive work.
"One Day, featuring Kooley
High" is Becauseus' first documentary.

Kooley High is all about

The A&T Register's
guide to what's going
on this week in arts
and entertainment.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
KOOLEY HIGH isa local group that's premeiring their documentary "One Day: Introducing Kooley High" on Jan. 24th at the GalaxyTheater in Cary, N.C.

bringing the soul back into
hip hop music. They are crazy
about hip hop and stay true to
themselves with music that represents free expression.
The current condition of
hip-hop drives Kooley High
to continue doing music for
the people who are looking for
an outlet from radio hip hop
that lacks substance. The un-

derground rap group, inspired
by many hip hop artists such
as A Tribe Called Quest, Mos
Def and Talib Kweli, conveys
a message that comes across in
the movie for all its listeners.
"This movie is about a

young hip hop group from
North Carolina who is making
music for the love of it. Most
of the music today is superfi-

cial and shiny; we are just real
people with areal passion mak-

ing real music" group member
Charlie Smarts said.
One of the messages that
they convey is to focus on being yourself, regardless of your
looks, car, money or gender.
Another message they express
is that life is too short, might as
well make it fun.

NOTORIOUS is the long
awaited biopic about the life
of The Notorious B.I.G. Jamal
Woodard stars as the heavyset hero and chronicles Biggie'srise from a young boy to
his untimely death in 1997.
Unlike Ray and other films
of its kind, this story doesn't
have decades of material
to cover seeing as Big only
released one album before
he was murdered (Life After
Death dropped 2 weeks after
his death).
M.M

MOVIE EXAM

'Not Easily Broken' an
inspirational film
WHITNEY DICKENS
Register Reporter
Based on the novel by Bishop T.D.
Jakes, "Not Easily Broken" is an inspirational drama about love and family.
The film began with Dave and Clarice

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

LIQUID SUN (From left) Juniors David Russellaka VO, CJ Gaston aka Skitzo, and Marcus Steward aka Smizx.

Three students debut their
newgroup'LiquidSun'
STACIE BAILEY
Register Reporter
Three young men from three distinctive regions of the nation blended
a musical talent, lyric mentality and a
smooth vibe to create a sound that is
like no other. They pride themselves in
creating true hip hop as it once was in
its early stages and strives to produce
music that would appeal to all ages and
races

Junior theatre major CJ Gaston aka
Skitzo, a native of Los Angeles, CA,
junior computer engineering major
David Russell aka VO, of Greensboro,
NC and freshman journalism and mass
communications major Marcus Steward aka Smizz from Denver, Colorado
make up the members oflyrical group,
Liquid Sun.

Pharcyde and Lauryn Hill as a few of
their inspirations and influences.
"I was watching the Temptations
movie when it came out and I looked at
all their struggles and all that they went
through and I told myself, I want that,"
said Gaston, who started out singing
before he began rapping.
Russell describes the group as an
M&M pack with a variety of flavor.
"We mesh so easily because we come
from three distinctregions ofthe USA.
For me, I represent Carolina, I represent
the south, CJ with the west coast flavor
from CA, and Smizz from Colorado
with the mile high. Put us all together
and you have no choice but to have a
masterpiece on a track".
Each member agreed that it's always
a group effort and Steward pointed out
that the other two pick up where one
might lack and vice versa. Gaston
and Steward both came up in private
schools, while Russell was taught in
public schools. Having some sort of artistic ability from the start made it possible for the three to create songs that

Networking gave them the opportunity to catch the eye ofAulando Frazier
of Just Not Famous Enough, a company
dedicated to getting raw and undiscovered talent a chance to show their skills
and the publicity needed to make a true
name for themselves. Frazier, who has keep you thinking.
also worked with local talents such as
"We've had to do one song with just
Karla Davis and Irvine knows the ins two of us and that song had a totally
and outs of the business and realizes different vibe than the rest. Each song
that marketing and publicity are key in is completely different from one anmaking and maintain a solid image in other," Steward said. "It's bigger than
the industry.
just the average topics and it's more
The group sites Outkast, Aerosmith, lyrical."

Dave were on their way to her banquet.

She could not walk on her own, and had
to go through therapy in order to walk
again.

With Dave wanting to start a family,
Clarice saying that she was not ready,
and now severely injured; on top ofall
Johnson at their wedding. The pastor ofthat, Clarice was allowing her mothsays, "As long as God is the third memer to dictate how she served as the wife
ber in their marriage, the union is safe in her marriage and how she treated
from harm and destruction."
Dave, this union began to head for deThe entire film portrays the marriage struction. It definitely did not get any
of Dave Johnson, played by Morris better with money surrounding their
Chestnut and Clarice Johnson, played problems and another woman coming
by Taraji Henson.
into their lives and making an impact
Initially, they met in college and later on their marriage.
got married. The problem came in the
Things began to look up for the
marriage because Clarice allowed her union when Clarice realized that her
mother, played by Jennifer Lewis, to mom was not only impacting her marteach her into believing that men in a riage, she was ruining her marriage.
marriage deserve no respect. Clarice
began to treat Dave in the same fashion
that her mother treated her father.
To add to that problem, Clarice
made more money than Dave, especially after a very serious injury ended
his dream ofbecoming a major league
baseball player. The film took a very
serious turn when Clarice was severely injured in a car accident as she and

□

THE FAMILY THAT PREYS,
Tyler Perry's latest film about
secrets that are kept within
two families, hits stores on
DVD on January 13th. Kathy
Bates and Alfre Woodard
(above) lead an enemble cast
as two friends who take a
road trip to hang out and try
to solve them problems that
are detroying there families.
Sanaa Lathan and Taraji P.
Henson also star.

AIN'T MISBEHAVIN', the
Tony Award-wining play will
be at the War Memorial
Auditorium on January 16
at 8pm and 17 at 2pm and
8pm The tour celebrates the
30th Anniverary and features
American Idol Season 2 winner Ruben Studdard and Al
standout Frenchie Davis.Tickets are $39.50 and $55.50;
available on ticketmaster.com
or at 336-852-1100 - ll

.

"PlayaCardz Right"
An updated version ofan unreleased Tupac song, Cole adds her unique flavor and this is a testament
to the deep poetic stkillsofthe late rapper It was originally featured on Tupac's album"Pac's Life" that was
released in 2006.

"DIVA"
Is a divareally the female version ofa hustla? She may be killing the gameright now but
introducing us to this cocky "Sasha Fierce"alter-ego was justtoo much for me; I have officially
overdosed
-I.L.

1. Are you going to the inauguration? 2. Does everyone have a picture of Barack Obama in their house? 3. Is it
next to Jesus? 4. Is everyone claiming him as their third cousin? 5. Doesn't A&T owe Chancellor Renick a BIG
apology? 6. Are they going to name the building after him now? 7. Does the News & Record owe A&T an apology? 8. How many times before you change your sheets? 9. Laundry day? 10. Seriously? 11. Is it because you only
have one set of sheets? 12. Are you sleeping on those same sheets still? 13. Did you find out you might be 'burning'
through Honesty Box? 14. Did you do it to someone else? 15. Does this only apply to students? 16. As a matter
of fact, shouldn't you be going to Sebastian to get tested? 17. Did we just make you uncomfortable? 18.Why do
instructors that teach one credit courses go so hard? 19.What, do they have to prove themselves worthy to teach a
three credit course? 20. Did you get an F in that one credit course last semester?

MLK DAY CELEBRATION
will be held in the Memorial
Student Union in Stallings
Ballroom.You can sign up
for community service at the
front desk. Activities will take
place in various areas and
schools across Greensboro.

- L.L.

